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Table 1.   "Most Serious" Environmental Problem in 
Contra Costa County 

2008 (N=400)

2007 (N=400)

2006 (N=400)
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Table 2.   Water Bodies near Home 
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2007 (N=400)
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Table 3A.   Important Bodies of Water by Percent of Total Responses 
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0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%

Other

Contra Costa Canal

Drinking Water

Ocean

Specific Creeks

San Joaquin River

Sacramento River

All Rivers, Lakes, Creeks

Specific Reservoirs

San Fran Bay

San Pablo Bay

All Water

Delta

Table 3B.   Most Important Body of Water 

2008 (N=294)

2007 (N=262)

2006 (N=237)
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Table 3C.   Why  Is This Body of Water Important? 
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Table 4.  Would you say that the most important one is very clean, moderately clean, 
moderately dirty, or very dirty? 
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Table 5.  What Pollutant Is Making the Water Dirty?  
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Table 6.   Water Pollution Contributors, 2008 (N=400)
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Table 7.   Do you have stormdrains in your neighborhood?
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Table 9a.   Storm drain and sew er systems have different underground pipe systems.
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Table 9B.   Water and other substances go to a treatment plant to remove pollutants.

2008 (N=400)

2007 (N=400)

2006 (N=401)
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Table 10.   How would you normally dispose of a mercury thermometer?

2008 (N=400)

2007 (N=400)

2006 (N=37)
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Other

Keep it/Don't dispose/not yet
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Recycle (General)

Table 11.   How do you normally dispose of fluorescent light bulbs?

2008 (N=400)

2007 (N=400)

2006 (N=245)
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Other
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Take it to HHW

Put it in trash/landfill

Table 12.   How do you normally get rid of household batteries?

2008 (N=400)

2007 (N=400)
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Table 13A.   Disposal of Computers

2008 (N=400)

2007 (N=400)
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Table 13B.   Disposal of Televisions

2008 (N=400)
2007 (N=400)
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Table 13C.   Disposal of Cell Phones

2008 (N=400)
2007 (N=400)
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0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40%

Don't know

Other

Take to dump

Pour on ground

Put in recycling bins

Put in trash

HHW disposal site

Use it all up

Save for later

Don't Use/Have

Table 14.  Disposal of old or excess fertilizers or pesticides

2008 (N=400)

2007 (N=400)

2006 (N=284)
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Don't know

Pour into street or
gutter

Pour down the drain

Garbage dump

Put in trash

Put in recycling bin

Toxic waste disposal
site

Certified Used Oil
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Car Professional 

No Car/Don't Use

Table 15.  When you have excess motor oil , how do you usually dispose of it?

2008 (N=400)
2007 (N=400)
2006 (N=65)
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0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Self Wash Facility

On the Lawn

Other

In the Driveway

Gas Station/Wash Facility

No Car

Table 16.   Where do you usually wash your vehicle?

2008 (N=400)
2007 (N=400)
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Other

Not At All
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Table 17.  What kind of problem is litter?

2008 (N=400)
2007 (N=400)
2006 (N=401)
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Sometimes
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Table 18.  How often do you litter?

2008  (N=400)

2007  (N=400)

2006  (N=401)
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Fast Food Wrapper

Scrap of Paper

Candy Bar Wrapper

Plastic Bottle

Paper Cups

Pet Waste

Other

Never Litter

Tissue/Paper Towel/Napkin

Blows Away/Unspecified

Food Products

Table 19.  When you have littered, intentionally or unintentionally, what items were there?  
(FIRST RESPONSE)

2008 (N=400)
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0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Ticket/Fine

Peer Pressure

More Trash Cans

Point on Driving
Record

Mand Clean Up/Com
Srvc

Nothing

Belief/Litter is Wrong

Table 20: What would keep you from littering?  (VERY LIKELY responses.)

South (2008 N=100)

Central (2008 N=100)

East (2008 N=100)

West (2008 N=100)
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Table 23.  In the past year have you seen any reports, advertising, or other information about 
stormwater pollution and what is being done to protect the County's water bodies?

2008 (N=400)

2007 (N=400)

2006 (N=401)
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BART Posters
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Recycling Program Materials
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Government agencies
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Clean Water Program
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Children

Table 24.  Where did you see or hear this information? 

2008 (N=145)

2007 (N=184)

2006 (N=98)
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Table 26.  Have you ever heard of the Contra Costa Clean Water Program?

2008 (N=145)

2007 (N=400)

2006 (N-401)
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48%
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0% 100%

Participate in community
events

Call an '800' number for
information

Report any illegal dumping
witnessed

Use less toxic/non-
polluting products

Take pollutants to disposal
site

Keep vehicle tuned/leak
free

Not dump pollutants in
storm drains

Dispose of
Trash/Cigarettes Properly

Recycle paper, plastics
and aluminum

Table 30.  "Very Willing" to Reduce Stormwater Pollution 

2008 (N=400)
2007 (N=400)
2006 (N=401)
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Table 33.  Willingness to pay an annual inflation adjustment in future years not to exceed 3%

2008 (N=275)
2007 (N=280)

Table 32. Support of additional assessment by dollar category. 
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