2008/2009 Annual Report Summary - City of Pleasant Hill


The City of Pleasant Hill is pleased to submit its annual report to the Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Region.  This report describes permit activities undertaken from July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009.  This report is prepared pursuant to requirements made by NPDES Permit Number CA 0029912 which is further based upon the City's joint agency permit application and a joint agency Stormwater Management Plan.  The following paragraphs summarize the program's highlights during the past year.

The City's Clean Water Program continues its implementation of performance standards in conformance with our storm water management plan and continues to act on additional activities required by permit amendments.  We are continuing to take actions to prevent non-stormwater discharges into the bay through conditioning of land development proposals, by supporting local and regional education actions, through responsible maintenance practices, through more rigorous enforcement of stormwater discharge control laws, and by organizing community outreach activities.  

CONSTRUCTION AND NEW DEVELOPMENT:
Pleasant Hill Downtown, our most prominent development, completed its eighth year of operation. Pursuant to its development permit, the property owners must report on implementation of its Post Construction Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan.  The report process promotes a dialog about site cleanliness between the Property Manager and the managers of the tenant spaces.  The goal is to prevent pollutant discharges.  A copy of the report is available for review upon request to the City at (925) 671-5261. 

There was one (1) development project (Oak Park Christian Center Expansion) in construction that disturbed more than one acre of land and required proof of coverage under the State’s General Construction Permit.  

There were two (2) other private development projects underway in the report period.  Both were single-family homes (one on Morello Court and the other Grayson Lane).
New developments and substantial remodels continue to implement best management practices to prevent stormwater pollution.   The City requires waste and recycling storage areas serving industrial and restaurant businesses to have water service and sanitary sewer connections as a BMP.  The requirement is made as a condition for a land use permit.  The goal of applying this condition is to limit contact of waste material with rainfall.  Such facilities allow these waste collection areas to be cleaned regularly and the wastewater subject to conveyance to a treatment plant.

All development and CIP projects are reviewed for applicability to Provision C.3.  This year, there were no private development projects that added 10,000 SF or more of new


impervious surface area.   In addition, the City did not have any CIP projects (directly or through contract) in the report period that was required to be compliant with Provision C.3.

Contractors were found implementing pollution prevention construction practices consistent with last year, without the enforcement staff having to become aggressive.   

	PRIVATE 
Number of New/Redevelopment Projects subject to C.3
	0

	Number of Municipal CIP Projects subject to C.3
	0

	Number of Construction Projects req. State Gen. Const. Permit
	1

	Number of Enforcement Actions Taken
	0


PUBLIC EDUCATION AND INDUSTRIAL OUTREACH:
The City was responsible for the distribution of approximately 100,000 printed documents to encourage pollution prevention in the report period.  

A bimonthly newsletter, "Pleasant Hill Outlook," was prepared and distributed to residences and businesses (approximately 64,000).  As with last year, there was at least 1 article related to stormwater pollution prevention in all 6 newsletters this year.  This continues to be the City’s most effective and successful outreach effort.
The City again hosted four (4) composting workshops attended by area (Pleasant Hill, Walnut Creek, Lafayette, and Martinez) residents.  We continue to sell 30-40 bins each year at these workshops and to the general public at a discounted price to promote composting.
The City continues to rely on the Group Program and its regional advertising campaign to educate residents about problems of storm water pollution.  That program continues to run campaigns in two movie theaters in the City, provide Public Service programming to local television stations, sponsor assemblies and classroom instruction at local schools. The Group program continues to coordinate the production of educational handout materials (swimming pool discharge, etc….) and we continue to distribute the materials to end-users through the public counter and at events.
Our solid waste franchisee, Allied Waste Management distributed recycling guidelines in their two (2) special annual brochures and reminder messages in customer billings (16,000).    These messages are intended to reduce litter pollution.  These messages also help to prevent hazardous material illicit discharges and illegal dumping. 

The City, through Allied Waste, implements a construction demolition recycling program for the larger construction and redevelopment projects.  The City requires all projects that exceed $50,000 in value to implement a waste management plan, which requires a minimum 50% diversion rate.  This requirement is reflected in the City’s standard conditions of approval, and in the City Municipal Code.
The City manages 60 volunteer stenciled storm drain catch basins.  No work was done to refresh these painted stencils in the report period.  There are approximately 1,200 thermoplastic decals on catch basins and inlets as well.  The public appears to be aware of the significance of these markers, based on feedback from the counter.  In an effort to increase public awareness, the City adopted a new standard storm drain marker, and is in the process of replacing the old worn out thermoplastic decals.
The City contracts with and supports 511 Contra Costa to promote transit use, car pooling, and bicycle use.  511 Contra Costa ran advertisements in the Contra Costa Times (1.1 million copies to area residents).   The group also operates a website (http://www.511contracosta.org/) to provide current information about commute alternatives.  Transpac and 511 Contra Costa also works with large businesses to promote ridesharing programs and they sponsor Bike to Work each year.

The City continues to send out notices to residents along creek banks reminding them not to dump materials in the creek.  The notice includes a standard drawing to illustrate what is acceptable for the safe passage of storm waters.  This notice is sent in conjunction with the annual creek inspection and clean-up program.  This appears to be successful as well, based on the reduced number of follow-up letters sent to residents.
The City continues to cosponsor a fixed site household hazardous waste drop off facility, managed by Central Contra Costa Sanitary District.  The District distributes announcements of its fixed Household Hazardous Waste facility to Pleasant Hill residents through bill inserts and in cooperation with the City's franchise waste hauler.
The City continues to support teacher training workshops and the Friends of Pleasant Hill Creeks Group.  The City will be expanding its efforts by supporting the Kids for the Bay Watershed Action Program next fiscal year.
The City again took advantage of National Public Works Week (May 17-23) to promote clean water principles to elementary schools.  Staff visited six (6) schools and gave hour long presentations to over 400 second grade students on storm drain maintenance, creek cleaning, recycling and pollution prevention.  The highlight of the event was the art and drawing contest, where winners were presented awards at the City Council meeting.  This was, again, a very successful outreach project, based on the feedback received from students, parents, and teachers.
	PRIVATE 
Number of PEIO materials distributed (promo items)
	1,400

	Number of PEIO materials distributed (newsletter)
	64,000

	Number of Storm Drain inlets marked
	1,197


MUNICIPAL MAINTENANCE
The City has been implementing a creek clean-up program annually since 1996.  The clean-up effort is done by East Bay Conservation Corps staff and by individual property owners abutting the creeks.  We are finding less material being dumped in the creeks as a result of our active oversight of the water resources in the City.  

There are 111 lane miles of streets in the City.  The City street sweeping program swept 4,550 curb miles in the 2008/2009 permit year.  This activity removed 1,572 cubic yards of litter and sediment, which is a 16% reduction in the quantity collected from the previous year (1,864).  The amount of sediment removed from catch basins (10 CY) was a 23% reduction as well (13 CY last year).  Since our sweeping and catch basin cleaning efforts remained the same as last year, and the amount of debris was reduced, it is reasonable to conclude that the City and its residents have reduced the amount of debris in the creek and storm drain system (on average, about 20%)
The Contra Costa Hazardous Materials Agency evaluated our Vehicle Maintenance Shop and continues to identify the shop as a "Green Business."  All maintenance vehicles are stored under cover and are inspected daily for leaks.  Maintenance schedules are maintained for each vehicle and are tracked by computer by the Mechanic. His operation is a model for organization and cleanliness.

Maintenance staff members are certified herbicides and pesticides applicators.  To maintain these Food and Agriculture Code compliant certifications, require annual training. Training includes topics on the proper handling and disposal of these materials.  In the report period all certified staff completed enough hours of training to maintain their certifications.  The training includes topics on hazardous material storage and handling.  The training also includes topics on avoiding the use of herbicides/pesticides such as integrated pest management practices.

	PRIVATE 
Total Number of Curb miles swept
	230

	Number of inlets inspected and cleaned 
	1294

	PRIVATE 
Pollution Removed
	Total volume
	Copper(lbs.)
	Lead(lbs.)
	Petroleum(lbs.)

	from Street Sweeping
	1572 CY
	198
	72
	3850

	From Catch Basin / Culvert Cleaning
	   10 CY
	0.54
	1.26
	29.4


INSPECTION
The inspection program enforces pollution prevention regulations over existing businesses and land uses in the City.  The inspection program is primarily carried out under contract with the Contra Costa Flood Control and Water Conservation District who subcontracts with Central Contra Costa Sanitary District to perform actual inspection activity.  This effort is reported in greater detail in the Group report.

Inspection efforts changed a bit in the report period.  While restaurant and auto repair facilities continue to be the main concern in our program, we expanded efforts to include all business types including fleet operation facilities, home improvement contractors, congregate care facilities, property management, and mobile cleaners.

There were 98 inspections of existing land uses conducted in the City.  Of these inspections, seven (7) warning notices were issued (3 less than last year) and fourteen (14) Notices of Violation were issued (3 more than last year).  The County Health Department issued one (1) incident report.   The City itself did not respond to any callouts.
In the report period the City was aware of no sewerage overflow (blocked lateral) and no potable (chlorinated) waterline breaks.  If there were failures, we believe the respective utility districts will report the details of these failures in their NPDES reports.
	PRIVATE 
Total Number of Inspections Conducted
	98

	Number of Enforcement Actions Taken
	19


ILLICIT DISCHARGE CONTROL
The City continues to implement its illicit discharge control plan.  The City’s contractor, Central Contra Costa Sanitary District, continues to follow a work plan of responding to call outs and performing clean water inspections in addition to pre-treatment inspections.  Although the District is contracted to do only 54 site inspections, the actual number of initial / re-inspections was 98, based on demand.
The City, through its solid waste hauler, continues to provide mandatory recycling for commercial businesses and apartment complexes.  This service was added in FY 2003/04. The City adopted a construction and demolition recycling ordinance which requires projects greater than $50,000 in value or involving 5,000 SF or more of building to implement and document recycling efforts. These efforts are expected to have a noticeable reduction on litter, illegal dumping and other illicit discharges.

	PRIVATE 
Total Number of Illicit connections Elim.
	0

	Total No. of Enforcement Actions
	0
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