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NEW DEVELOPMENT & CONSTRUCTION CONTROLS

QUALITATIVE RESULTS

Municipality:   City of El Cerrito
Permit Year:  (2008/2009)

Introduction:

New development and construction activities have the potential to adversely affect water quality. Therefore, the City of El Cerrito’s goal is to prevent pollutants from entering storm drains during new development and construction activities.

The City of El Cerrito is a relatively small residential community of approximately 23,000 residents and roughly 10,000 households.  The City has a small commercial district that runs parallel to San Pablo Avenue (State Route 123).  The majority of businesses on the west side of San Pablo Avenue are actually located within the City of Richmond.  The City has one industrial/NOI facility, the City-owned and -operated Recycling Center.
As an older, entirely built-out city, future growth is largely limited to small in-fill opportunities and existing sites.  Our General Plan states that future residential development will largely be limited to intensification and improvements on existing parcels.  Multi-family housing will largely be located along San Pablo Avenue in areas that will be re-zoned from commercial to medium- to high-density residential.  Most new retail development will also occur along the San Pablo Avenue corridor within the Redevelopment Project area.  

In fiscal year 2008-09, we had seven development projects that fell within the current C.3 requirements. All but two of these were projects that carried over from the previous fiscal year).  Three of these projects had previously approved Stormwater Control Plans.  Staff reviewed and approved one Stormwater Control Plan for Stege Sanitary District Office Building at the end of fiscal year 2008-09 (ND-1). 

Please refer to Volume 1, Section 3 for detailed reporting of implementation activities undertaken by the Contra Costa Clean Water Program (Program), on behalf on all co-permittees, in compliance with Provision C.3.  

In fiscal year 2008-09, Public Works Clean Water staff continued to maintain close communication with the Building and Planning Divisions regarding C.3 implementation.  
Public Works staff provides stormwater pollution prevention education materials at our City Hall, public counter displays, where it is available to the building community.
In this fourth full year of C.3 implementation, we have begun the O&M agreement process for a private school development.
Implementation & Evaluation:  
Measures and Policies to Implement Provision C.3

The City of El Cerrito’s Municipal Code, Chapter 8.40, Stormwater Management and Discharge Control, was amended November 15, 2004, to require all projects subject to the C.3 requirement to submit a Stormwater Control Plan, prepared in accordance with criteria in the Program’s Stormwater C.3 Guidebook.

The City’s Operation and Maintenance Verification Program is similar to that in the September 10, 2008 Fourth Edition, Stormwater C.3 Guidebook, Chapter 5:  “Operation & Maintenance of Stormwater Facilities.”  The City requires the owner to maintain stormwater treatment facilities installed to comply with C.3 requirements and will inspect these facilities annually.
Public Works Clean Water staff maintains close communication with the Community Development Department to coordinate C.3 implementation.  Public Works staff frequently holds a “Permit Assistance Team” meeting with an applicant prior to their submission of an application to review C.3 requirements.  Staff also refers applicants to the City’s website, where we have posted information about C.3 requirements, Stormwater Control Plans, and pollution prevention practices.
Appendix D of Stormwater C.3 Guidebook is used to indentify source control measures to be incorporated in a project’s Stormwater Control Plan.
Development Plan Review and Permitting  
All construction plans are routinely routed to the Public Works Department to ensure that grading plans, site drainage plans, public right-of-way improvements and any work adjacent to the City’s many open creek sections comply with stormwater pollution prevention practices.  NPDES-related items are included in the project’s conditions of approval that Public Works submits to the Planning Division.  Furthermore, all projects subject to C.3 requirement must submit a Stormwater Control Plan, which is also reviewed by Public Works Department, as required by El Cerrito Municipal Code, Chapter 8.40, Stormwater Management and Discharge Control (amended November 15, 2004).
Please refer to Volume 1, Section 3 in the Group Program Annual Report for a detailed listing and review of projects subject to C.3.

Erosion and Sediment Control and Construction Site Field Inspections

The City conducts field inspections prior to October 15 rainy season for all active construction sites and submits required reports to the Board for sites over one acre.  The City uses inspection forms and check-lists provided by the Clean Water Program.
Coordination with the Contra Costa County Flood Control & Water Conservation District (FCD)

Please refer to Volume 1, Section 3 of the Program annual report.

Educational Activities

In fiscal year 2008-09, the City of El Cerrito had three Planning staff, one Maintenance and Operations Manager, one Engineering Manager, one Building Official, two Building Inspectors, one Engineering Technician and one Code Enforcement Officer.  Public Works Clean Water staff meets with the Planning and Building staff as needed to coordinate and educate about NDCC.

Public Works staff has also been coordinating with the Community Development on an ongoing basis to ensure staff is informing potential applicants about the C.3 regulations and implementation of the Hydrograph Modification Management Plan.

In November 2008, Bruce King, Maintenance & Operations Manager, and Saied Aminian, Engineering Technician, attended the Stormwater C.3 Compliance: Planning, Design, and Construction of Low Impact Development Facilities Workshop.  The workshop also included discussion on what’s new in the 4th Edition of the Guidebook.
Public Works and Planning staff refer applicants to NDCC information on the City’s website, including the State Water Resources Control Board’s SWPPP check-list, the Clean Water Program’s C.3 Guidebook, sample Stormwater Control Plans, and other Program fact-sheets and resources.

Committee Meetings and Workshops
For fiscal year 2008-09, Yvetteh Ortiz, Engineering Manager, was the primary person overseeing C.3 implementation, SWPPP, and inspections, with the assistance of Bruce King, Maintenance & Operations Manager.  Melanie Mintz, the newly-hired Environmental Services Manager, was overseeing overall implementation of NDCC with the assistance of Yvetteh Ortiz and Bruce King, as this responsibility was being transitioned.
Modifications:  
No Performance Standards were modified or added in fiscal year 2008-09.

Fiscal Year 2009/2010 Goals:  
· Hold regularly scheduled meetings with Environmental Services, Public Works, and Community Development staff to coordinate C.3 implementation and new construction requirements.
· Increase outreach to the building and construction community. 
New Development & Construction Controls – quantitative results

	Description
	Industrial Projects
	Commercial Projects
	Residential Projects
	Total

	Construction Site Erosion and Sediment Control


	Number of Construction Projects1

	
	1
	
	1

	
Number of Construction Projects that were 
inactive or active during the rainy season2

	
	1
	
	1

	
Number of Projects Requiring (a) Proof of 
Coverage under the State’s General 
Construction Permit


	
	1
	
	1

	Number of Pre-Rainy Season Construction Site Inspections Conducted and Reported to the San Francisco Bay and/or Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board(s)


	
	1
	
	1

	Total Number of Rainy Season Inspections Conducted

	
	1
	
	1

	Average Number of Rainy Season Inspections Conducted Per Site4

	
	1
	
	

	Number of Rainy Season Inspections to the Least Visited Site

	
	1
	
	

	Number of Rainy Season Inspections to the Most Visited Site


	
	1
	
	

	Number of Dry Season Inspections Conducted


	
	1
	
	1

	Number of Enforcement Actions Taken:



	
Written Corrective Measures


	
	
	
	0


1Construction projects requiring a grading permit and/or an erosion and sediment control plan.

2Construction projects requiring a grading permit and/or erosion and sediment control plan, which were either inactive or active during the rainy season. The rainy season is October 15th to April 1st, or as defined by agency’s local ordinance.

3Construction projects resulting in a land disturbance of one (1) acre or more. 

4 The average number of rainy season inspections conducted is calculated by dividing the “Total Number of Rainy-Season Inspections Conducted” by the total “Number of Construction Sites that were inactive and active during the rainy season.”

	Description
	Industrial Projects
	Commercial Projects
	Residential Projects
	Total

	
Notices to Comply


	
	
	
	0

	
Stop Work Orders


	
	
	
	0

	
Notices of Violation


	
	
	
	0

	
Fines


	
	
	
	0

	
Other:


	
	
	
	0

	Education Activities



	Number of New Development and Construction Control Education Materials Distributed:



	
BMP’s for the Construction Industry 
Pamphlet


	
	
	
	*

	
“Blueprint for a Clean Bay” Booklet


	
	
	
	*

	
“Builders Guide to Reuse and Recycling”


	
	
	
	*

	
“Start at the Source” Manual


	
	
	
	*

	
Construction Site BMP Plan Sheet


	
	
	
	*

	
“Yes” / “No” 5x8 Cards


	
	
	
	*

	
Other:


	
	
	
	*

	Number of Employees Attending Erosion & Sediment Control/Construction-Phase Controls Training/Workshops:



	
Municipal Training/Workshops


	
	
	
	0

	
Program Training/Workshops


	
	
	
	2

	
Other:


	
	
	
	0


*Information was made available at our City Hall, public counter display, but number distributed was not collected.

