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BAY-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING 

A whole systems 
(watershed) approach 

to the design, 
construction & 

maintenance of the 
landscape in order to 

conserve natural 
resources, reduce 
waste, and prevent 

pollution.   
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When we try to 
pick out 
anything by 
itself, we find it 
hitched to 
everything else 
in the universe.  
- John Muir 



Synthetic Turf and You 

 AB349: prohibits HOA 
fines for replacing lawns 
with artificial turf. 
 



AB1164: prohibits a city from 
enacting or enforcing any 
ordinance or regulation that 
prohibits the installation of 
artificial grass or artificial turf 
on residential property. 
• Section 1(d): Among a 

wide variety of drought 
tolerant landscaping are a 
variety of native plants 
and landscaping 
alternatives, including the 
installation of synthetic 
grass or artificial turf. 
 



MWELO an Overview 

 To promote the values and 
benefits of landscaping 
practices that integrate and 
go beyond the conservation 
and efficient use of water 

 Landscapes that are 
planned, designed, 
installed, managed and 
maintained with the 
watershed based approach 
can improve California's 
environmental conditions: 

 Conserving water by 
capturing and reusing 
rainwater and graywater 
wherever possible and 
selecting climate appropriate 
plants that need minimal 
supplemental water after 
establishment.  
 



Standard Compliance –  
Over 2500 sq ft 

Elements of the Landscape Documentation 
Package:  
1. Project Information  
2. Water Efficient Landscape Worksheet 
Appendix B  
3. Soil Management Report  
4. Landscape Design Plan  
5. Irrigation Design Plan  
6. Grading Design Plan 



Water Budget Calculations 
• A project applicant shall complete the Water Efficient Landscape 
• Worksheet in Appendix B which contains information on the plant 

factor, irrigation method, irrigation efficiency, and area associated 
with each hydrozone. 

• Calculations are then made to show that the evapotranspiration 
adjustment factor (ETAF) for the landscape project does not exceed 
a factor of 0.55 for residential areas and 0.45 for non-residential 
areas, exclusive of Special Landscape Areas. 

• The ETAF for a landscape project is based on the plant factors and 
irrigation methods selected. The Maximum Applied Water Allowance 
is calculated based on the maximum ETAF allowed (0.55 for 
residential areas and 0.45 for non-residential areas) and expressed 
as annual gallons required. 



Prescriptive Compliance 

• It is an optional 
method of WELO 
compliance that is 
available for 
landscapes of 500 to 
2500 square feet. 

• It lowers the cost of 
compliance on both 
sides of the counter 



Elements of the Landscape 
Documentation Package 

1. Project Information  
2. Water Efficient Landscape Worksheet 

Appendix B  
3. Soil Management Report  
4. Landscape Design Plan  
5. Irrigation Design Plan  
6. Grading Design Plan 



Hydrozoning 

 



Upcoming Recommendations 
from DWR 

A break with the past would 
involve at least three key changes 
for new landscapes— 
• Attractive water-wise plants 
would be used in place of most 
turf in ornamental lawns. 
• Outdoor water use would be 
separately measured to allow for 
careful water management. 
• Rainwater would be largely 
retained on site or nearby for 
landscape use or groundwater 
recharge. 

DWR’s PUBLIC DRAFT REPORT Recommendations Report to the 
Legislature On Landscape Water Use Efficiency 



A Goal for the State: 

 Reduce potable 
water use on urban 
landscapes by half 
over the next twenty 
years 



Stormwater 

National 
Pollutant 
Discharge 
Elimination 
System 
(NPDES) 
Share 





Stormwater notes: Peter Schultze-Allen 



You WILL Make A Difference 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 



Bay-Friendly Tools 
o Publications   
o Model Policies & Ordinances 
o Model Specifications 
o Case Studies 

 

 
 

 
 

o Landscape Training & 
Qualification Programs 

o Rated Landscapes Training 

o Landscape Scorecards 
o Rated Landscapes Program 
o Garden Tours 
o Nursery Partnerships 



Thank You 

 
For More Information: 
ReScapeCA.org 
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