
 
 

Date:  June 21, 2017 
 
To: Management Committee 
 
From: Dan Cloak 
 
Subject: Consent Calendar Item B — Approve the Contra Costa Clean Water 

Program’s Stormwater C.3 Guidebook, 7th Edition 

 
Recommendation: 
 
APPROVE the Contra Costa Clean Water Program’s Stormwater C.3 Guidebook, 
7th Edition, and direct staff to publish the 7th Edition on the Program website. 
 
Background: 
 
The Guidebook was last updated in February 2012 (6th Edition). The 6th Edition 
implemented amendments to Provision C.3 in MRP 1.0 adopted by the Water 
Board in November 2011. 
 
The changes to Provision C.3 in MRP 2.0, adopted in November 2015, were 
relatively minor. The Management Committee approved a March 2016 
“Stormwater C.3 Update” which served as an addendum to the 6th Edition. 
 
Work proceeded on the 7th Edition beginning in early 2016. A May 31, 2016 
working draft was distributed in advance to over 100 Permittee staff and land 
development professionals who participated in a facilitated discussion of 
Guidebook updates at a June 7, 2016 CCCWP C.3 workshop. Results of the 
workshop were incorporated into subsequent drafts of the 7th Edition. 
 
At the request of the Development Committee, the 2016-2017 CCCWP budget 
included $15,000 for the services of a graphic artist to redraw the Guidebook 
graphics for clarity and visual consistency. CCCWP obtained a proposal from 
Restoration Design Group, Inc. (RDG) in July 2016; however, because of delays 
in contracting, RDG did not begin work until December 2016.  
 
The Development Committee reviewed example graphics for style in a December 
2016 meeting and then reviewed a first draft of the complete set of 26 graphics 
in a January 2017 meeting. A complete revised draft of the Guidebook, 
incorporating a second draft of the graphics, was reviewed in a March meeting. A 
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subcommittee was formed and met in early April to continue detailed review of 
the draft. Following the subcommittee meeting, comments on the text and 
graphics were incorporated into a complete “pre-final” draft of the Guidebook. 
This “pre-final” draft was reviewed at the Development Committee’s April 26 
meeting, where the Committee requested that, following final changes, the 
Guidebook be forwarded to the Management Committee with a recommendation 
for approval. 
 
Changes from the 6th Edition 
 
Most of the changes from the 6th Edition are in response to feedback from 
Permittee staff and land development professionals, to facilitate consistency in 
compliance and efficiency in the development review process. Following are the 
most significant changes: 
 
Chapter One—Policies and Procedures. There is more emphasis on the need to 
plan LID prior to entitlements, particularly for subdivisions. Also included in 
Chapter One: 

• A statement that the project scope, for the purposes of C.3 compliance, 
includes impervious surfaces added or replaced within the public right-of-
way in connection with the project (page 6). 

• New Grandfathering policies, consistent with MRP 2.0 (page 6). 

• More explicit instructions with regard to tentative maps (page 7). 

• Updated applicability criteria and options for compliance for 
Hydromodification Management (p. 9), including, at municipal discretion, 
allowance existing impervious areas to be credited toward post-project HM 
requirements. 

Chapter Two—Chapter Two in the 6th Edition, “Concepts and Criteria,” has been 
eliminated. Still-relevant technical information was moved to a new Appendix E. 
  
Chapter Two—Preparing Your Plan (was Ch. 3 in the 6th Edition). The Chapter 
has been rewritten to more explicitly “walk through” preparation of a Stormwater 
Control Plan using the template provided. New features include: 

• Explicit instructions on completing the Project Data Form, with particular 
attention to correctly reporting new impervious area, replaced impervious 
area, pre-project impervious area, and post-project impervious area (page 
13). 

• More explicit instructions for preparing the Stormwater Control Plan Exhibit 
(page 15). 

• More emphasis on the need to integrate facilities into the site plan, 
landscaping plan, and preliminary grading plan (including transitions) (page 
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16). 

Chapter Three—Low Impact Development Site Design Guide. The overall 
Guidebook reorganization has this chapter now focused on site design (Chapter 
Two is focused on planning, and Chapter Four is focused on facility design and 
construction). Chapter 3 in the 7th Edition: 

• Consistent with MRP 2.0, omits the 6th Edition requirement that the 
applicant conduct an analysis of the feasibility of infiltration and of 
harvesting and use. 

• Emphasizes placement of bioretention facilities in high-visibility, well-
trafficked areas (page 28). 

• Emphasizes the need to keep the top of soil elevation close to the 
elevation of the surrounding grade, by using surface drainage rather than 
piped drainage, especially on flatter sites (page 28). 

• Emphasizes the need to avoid draining landscaped areas to treatment 
facilities (page 28). 

• Eliminates the calculation formats in the Guidebook and the template and 
instructs all users to use the IMP Sizing Calculator (page 29). 

• Includes minor updates to criteria for Special Projects and the use of non-
LID treatment facilities (pages 44-46). 

Chapter 4—Design and Construction of Bioretention Facilities and Other 
Integrated Management Practices. The revised and updated Design Sheets for 
LID features and facilities are in this chapter, along with more specific 
instructions for preparing construction plans. Specific changes include: 

• Direction to provide, in the construction plans, a diagram showing the 
delineation of drainage management areas (page 48). 

• Direction to call out key elevations for bioretention facilities (bottom of 
excavation, top of gravel layer, top of soil layer, inlets, overflow grate) on 
the construction plans (page 48). 

• Direction to incorporate key instructions, particularly with regard to the 
top of soil elevation, into the landscape plan (page 49). 

• A more organized, detailed, and illustrated explanation of self-treating 
areas, self-retaining areas, and areas draining to self-retaining areas 
(pages 51-54). 

• Notice that pervious pavement installations larger than 3,000 SF 
(contiguous) on Regulated Projects are now subject to O&M Verification 
per MRP 2.0 (page 55). 

• More emphasis on the need to ensure permeable concrete and porous 
asphalt are installed by qualified professionals according to vendor’s 
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recommendations (page 58). 

• A reorganized presentation of design criteria for Bioretention Facilities 
(pages 59-68). 

• Notice that use of flow-through planters is restricted to applications where 
infiltration is not possible (page 69). 

• Emphasis that the minimum square footages for facilities in the calculator 
and Guidebook do not include area needed for side slopes or transitions 
(page 37 and page 68). 

 
 
Fiscal Impact: 
 
None 
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