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Topics

• What is Green Infrastructure?
• Mandate for Green Infrastructure Plans
• Green Infrastructure Project Lists



What is Green Infrastructure?

• Retrofit existing street drainage with 
Low Impact Development drainage design

• Also encompasses LID for development 
and redevelopment



Bioretention



Green Infrastructure Plans

• A Plan for each municipal Permittee
• Frameworks/Work Plans were adopted 

by June 2017
• Plans are due September 30, 2019
• Municipal Regional Stormwater Permit 

reissuance (MRP 3.0) negotiations are 
underway 



Objectives and Emphasis

• Policies show management is “on board”
• Policies and procedures ensure 

“no missed opportunities” 
• One or more Green Infrastructure projects are 

constructed, under construction, or on fast track
• Additional projects with designs or conceptual 

designs, and funding is being sought
• Scenario that attains targets for

– converting impervious surface
– reducing PCB loadings



GI Plan Elements

• Projections/Targets for impervious surface 
converted to GI:
– Development/Redevelopment
– Public Infrastructure (retrofits)

• Associated reductions in PCBs & Mercury
• Target dates: 2020, 2030, and 2040
• Project lists and maps
• Tracking of completed projects



Related Countywide Planning



Project List Workflow and Schedule

• Conduct RAA 
baseline modeling & 
establish PCBs load 
reduction goals

October -
November 2018

• Countywide 
Attainment Scenario

• Permittee Attainment 
Tool

December 3, 
2018

• Permittees develop 
project lists for GI 
Plans

March 1, 2019 

• Planned Scenario 
RAA results

• Revised Countywide 
Attainment Scenario

April 1, 2019
• Permittees 
incorporate RAA 
output into GI Plans at 
their discretion

April – June 
2019



Compiling a GI Project List

Baseline

A
Parcels projected to be 
converted to Green 
Infrastructure by private 
development

B
Areas converted to Green 

Infrastructure by locally 
identified public projects

C
Additional areas to achieve 
optimized countywide PCB 
attainment

D
Additional areas to achieve 

target (“x”% of existing 
impervious area)

Total “target” amount of 
impervious surface to be 
retrofitted 



More GI Plan Elements

• Updates to Related Planning Documents
• Policies and Ordinances
• Design Guidelines – Streetscapes
• Standard Specifications and Details
• Guidance for Sizing GI Facilities
• Funding Strategies
• Outreach and Education



Specifications and Details

• See the “Example Policies to Support Green 
Infrastructure Implementation”
– Use the Stormwater C.3 Guidebook
– Adapt specs and details from SFPUC, Central Coast 

Low Impact Development Institute, others
– Participate in a countywide interagency process

• Share plans and specs for projects
• Identify issues encountered and work on solutions



Suggested Priority Tasks

1. Schedule, assignments, and resources to 
complete your Plan by September 30

2. Review list of local planning documents to 
be revised

3. Review the “Example Policies to Support 
GI Implementation” and decide which will 
be adopted

4. Decide how to structure your project list



Additional slides for reference



Green Infrastructure in Frontage
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